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scored a real success. Instead of a preliminary bombardment,
which would warn the enemy, there was a surprise attack,
heralded only by a tank force clearing the way over wire and
trench for the assaulting troops. Some ground was won, but a
few days later the Germans made a surprise counter-attack and
recovered some of the lost ground. Amongst their trophies
were a number of tanks captured in their camp station. After
this there were some days of fighting without any gain on either
side, and then the Gambrai area became once more a 'quiet
sector',

There were welcome successes for the Allies in Asia and
Africa. Early in the year Baghdad had been captured. Towards
its close Allenby was in possession of Jerusalem and southern
Palestine, and in East Africa the last of the German colonial
armies had been driven across the frontier of the Portuguese
colony. But in Europe the outlook for the coming year was a
doubtful one. The broad facts of the situation were that, with
Russia driven out of the war, Germany could concentrate all
her efforts on the western front, and might count upon bringing
superior numbers into action there before America could supply
any serious assistance to the Allies.

Including the divisions detached to Italy, the Allies on the
western front were over three million strong, and so far as numbers
went stronger than their German opponents. But now that the
flow of reinforcements was coming from the east it was reckoned
that the enemy would be able to put about a million of new
troops into the line and would have a marked superiority of
combatant strength early in 1918. In the autumn of 1917 the
French Staff had informed their British Allies that, so far as
recruiting went, they were near the end of their resources, and
already they had to try to keep their numbers up by bringing
more native battalions from Africa. The British army had been
kept up to strength by having recourse to conscription and
raising the age for military service. A large force was still in
the training camps and garrison stations in England, but all
through the war the Government had been haunted by the
idea of a German raid on England itself, and even in the early